
Bringing wonder to the 
lives of children, naturally!

…and helping them to grow up great!



to inspire joy and 

wonder in children, 

educators and 

communities with a 

heart-centered 

approach to early 

education.

Our Mission





What is a Nature Explore Outdoor Classroom?



• All shapes and sizes

• All budgets

• All climates

• All program types

• Renovations or new 

construction

Outdoor 
Classrooms







• Research-based & field-tested 

• Multi-disciplinary team 

• Collaboration and consensus

• Efficient design process

• 20+ years of learning from each project

• On-going support

Nature Explore Design Benefits



Selecting 
a Grant 

Recipient

Who is ready to 

take this on?



Site Conditions that Impact Cost



• Size

• Site conditions and access

• Demolition

• Slope

• Vegetation

• Fencing or Irrigation/water access

• Utilities, easements, permitting, & setbacks

• Program bidding requirements

Conditions that Impact Cost



An overview of 
our approach

Design 
Process



Design Process 

Learn about 
your program

Understand 
your site

Develop 
your vision



Design Process 

Present your 
concept plan

Plan for success
Ongoing 
support



Your Concept 
Design Package













Outdoor 
Classroom 

Budget
Design Fees and

Implementation Costs



• Outdoor Classroom Design Consultation      

     - Concept Design Package

      - Post Design Services/On-going Support     $15,000

 

• 3-hour Professional Development Workshop 

“Using Your Outdoor Classroom”     $5,000

 Total Cost    $20,000 

Design and Workshop Fees



• Small size (< 5,000 SF) 

• Relatively flat

• Existing fencing/boundaries

• Simple & minimal custom work

• Primarily volunteer-based

• Donated materials 

• Minimal hardscaping, if any

• No irrigation

Smaller Budgets 



• Smaller in size (< 5,000 SF) 

• Relatively flat space

• Existing fencing/boundaries

• Simple & minimal custom work

• Primarily volunteer-based

• Minimal hardscaping, if any

• No irrigation

Smaller Budgets 



• Design & Workshop Fees $20K

• Furnishings and Equipment $10K-15K

• Loose Parts   $1K-3K

• Construction Cost  $25K-35K

- Site Prep 

- Surfacing 

- Plant Material

- Structures

Total Cost $56K-$73K

Smaller Budget Breakdown Example 



• Mid-size (5,000 - 8,000 SF)

• Limited earthwork and drainage

• New or modified fencing

• Limited custom features

• Mix of volunteers and contractors

• Upgraded surfacing & hardscaping

• May include irrigation

Mid-Range Budgets 





• Design & Workshop Fees $20K

• Furnishings and Equipment $15-25K

• Loose Parts   $3K-5K

• Construction Cost  $35K-65K

- Site Prep 

- Surfacing 

- Plant Material

- Structures

Total Cost $73K-$115K

Mid-Range Budget Breakdown Example 



• Larger area (8,000+ SF)

• Complex grading, drainage and 

earthwork

• More custom work and high-end 

furnishings

• Installed by a skilled contractor

• Mature and dense plant material

• Irrigation, fencing and shade 

structures

• Construction documents needed

Larger Budgets 





• Design & Workshop Fees $20K

• Furnishings and Equipment $25-50K+

• Loose Parts   $5K+

• Construction Cost  $65K-100K+

- Site Prep 

- Surfacing 

- Plant Material

- Structures

Total Cost $115K-$175K+

Larger Budget Breakdown Example 



• Identify your grant recipient.

• Discuss details with Nature 

Explore and grant recipient.

• Give recipient the okay to submit 

their request to Cybergrants.

• By February 2024 – 

Recipient submits PNC grant 

request.

Next Steps



• By March 11, 2024 – 
CCR Team submits the 20th 

Anniversary Grant Pool Request Form.

• Upon approval, recipient receives 

funds.

• Upon approval and agreed upon terms, 

recipient begins project in collaboration 

with Nature Explore. 

• Celebrate the groundbreaking and 

grand opening!

Next Steps (cont.)



Bringing wonder to the 
lives of children, naturally!

…and helping them to grow up great!



Thank you!
Lana Gilson

Client Relations and Outreach

402-474-7966 

LanaG@natureexplore.org

© 2023 Dimensions Foundation









Professional 

Development

Outdoor Classroom 

Design Services

Natural 

Products



Our mission is to inspire joy and wonder 
in children, educators, and communities 

with a heart-centered approach to early education.

501(c)3 Nonprofit Organization



Sign in for certificate, 
feedback & resources

natureexplore.org/sign-in



Thank you
natureexplore.org

© 2023 Dimensions Foundation


	Slide 1: Bringing wonder to the  lives of children, naturally!
	Slide 2: Our Mission
	Slide 3
	Slide 4: What is a Nature Explore Outdoor Classroom?
	Slide 5: Outdoor Classrooms
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8: Nature Explore Design Benefits
	Slide 9: Selecting  a Grant Recipient  Who is ready to take this on?
	Slide 10: Site Conditions that Impact Cost
	Slide 11: Conditions that Impact Cost
	Slide 12: Design Process
	Slide 13: Design Process 
	Slide 14: Design Process 
	Slide 15: Your Concept Design Package 
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21: Outdoor Classroom Budget Design Fees and Implementation Costs 
	Slide 22: Design and Workshop Fees
	Slide 23: Smaller Budgets 
	Slide 24: Smaller Budgets 
	Slide 25: Smaller Budget Breakdown Example 
	Slide 26: Mid-Range Budgets 
	Slide 27
	Slide 28: Mid-Range Budget Breakdown Example 
	Slide 29: Larger Budgets 
	Slide 30
	Slide 31: Larger Budget Breakdown Example 
	Slide 32: Next Steps
	Slide 33: Next Steps (cont.)
	Slide 34: Bringing wonder to the  lives of children, naturally!
	Slide 35: Thank you!
	Slide 36
	Slide 38
	Slide 39
	Slide 40
	Slide 41
	Slide 42: Sign in for certificate, feedback & resources
	Slide 43: Thank you

